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remain with their parents until their husbands had
homes of their own to take them to. In Sidney's
case, Penshurst, which would come to him on his
father's death, was available for his and his wife's
use, and they were doubtless sometimes there on
visits; but he could not often be long absent from
London and the Queen's presence, and neither at
Leicester House nor in the sumptuous residences of
his sister, the Countess of Pembroke, is it likely that
he was entertained as frequently as in his bachelor
days.

For some time after his marriage, however, we
meet with but few records of Sir Philip's movements
and employments, and these, with important excep-
tions, are rather trivial. Thus in December, 1583,
we find him writing from Walsingham House a
pleasant complimentary letter to his kinsman, the
Earl of Rutland ; and we hear nothing more of him
till the following February when it was reported to
the same Earl of Rutland by his secretary or agent
that Sir Philip Sidney and the Earl of Warwick
seemed jealous at his having lent a horse of special
value to the Earl of Cumberland."* A month later Sir
Philip, being away from Court, bespoke Sir Francis's
favour for one Captain Gore, the bearer of the letter;
and added that Lady Cheke blamed him for not
pushing her interests with the Queen, but that the
fault must lie between her Majesty and Sir Francis.f

* Belvoir MSS. ; Sir Philip Sidney to the Earl of Rutland, 20
December, 1583 ; Thomas Scriven to the same, 6 February, 1584.

f State Papers, Elizabeth, Domestic, vol. clxix., No. 13 ; Sir
Philip Sidney to Walsingham, 6 March, 1584.